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Deoypher of telegram from FOREIGN OFFICE of 
13th December, received 14th December, 1930. 




Following received from Washington, telegram 
No. 441 of December 12th: 

Your telegram No. 655• Attitude of State 
Department as regards recognition is to postpone 
issue by raising numerous petty legal points 
questioning validity of Mr. Barclay* s accession 
to power. At the same time they have intimated 
that recognition would be facilitated if new 
President aocepted report of Commission as basis 
of his policy as his predecessor had done and 
also gave serious proof of his intention to put 
it into force. 

Telegram No. 23 of 13th. 


Secretary of State, 



*• 



BRITISH LKJATIOH, 


MONROVIA. 



10th Instant relative to the aaauwptlon by Nr. yd*In 
Barclay of tho office of President of the Republic of 
Liberia. I hare the honour to transalt herewith a oopy 
of a note dated the 4th December, which I received on 
the evening of the Sth Instant, fro* the Acting Secretary 

8. According to the dates Mentioned therein 
it would appear that President King resigned on the Bnd 
Deceeber. and Vice President/bn the 3rd Leceaber. This 
Is presumably s clerical error, as the Vloe President 
resigned in fsot on the seoond. and the President on the 
third Instant. 

8. I aa:acknowledging to-day the receipt of 
this note In accordance with the Instructions contained 
In your telegra. 

I hare the honour to be. 
with the highest reepeot. 


huable servant. 

His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State 


FOREION OFFICE, 












(88/80). jJOHROm. 

December 18th, 1980. 
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4th Instant relative to tho resignation of President 
King, I have tho honour to report that tho agitation for 
hla Impeachment or raalgnatlon appeared to bo subsiding 
until It beoaae known that ho had accepted tho rsoonaand- 
atlona and augeetlons of tho Intomatlonal Coaalaslon 
of Enquiry Into Slavery and Foroad Labour In Liberia, and 
had oomaunlcated to tho United States Government a 
programme of reforms which ha proposed to adopt. This 
step aroused opposition from a now quarter, and was 
highly unpopular with tho masses of tho people who feared 
that It would bring about tho oomplots domination of 
Liberia by tho "white man"; violent attsoka upon 
President King and his policy wore node In various nova- 
papers end ephemeral political sheets, and the Assistant 
Secretary of State, Ur. 8* D. Coleman, headed a delegation 
to the Legislature vhloh urged that the offer of the 
President, In so far as It entailed the acceptance of 
Vhlte District Coralssloners, should be repudiated. The 
President has also alienated the support of memb rs of 
hla Cabinet by hla dlotatorlal methods, as ha appears to 
have made overtures to the United States and to have 
oonduoted negotiations with the American Charge d'Affaires 
without previously oonsultlng the Cabinet, and on many 


Ills Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State 


roman omex, 
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ttS 0,000, ttl* toll tan to b« Mirlta mr to 
1W1. ft* talBM r—Inli i i la tharafora only 
$322,500. ar laaa toa a third of tha aonal 
appropriation la rooont yoara, 

Z teat tha hoaoar to ha, 
toto too hlrfiaat rospeot, 
air, 

Toor aaat obadlont, 
bxtoblo Sorwrt, 









quarter ending lecember 
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REPORT OP THE LIBERIAN OOVERNMKNT POAHOI/O. OPERATION FOR THE 
T*BEVB MONTHS ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1930. 


aujmau. w» - sa?« wgia. 

National Olty Bank of Now Topic* 

SootIon S. Aocount 1784.47 


Pro* Balanoos 

Article T In to re at Account 

Bank of British West Afrloa, Ltd., 
Section 5. Aooount 



Oonmonwealth Districts .account 
Townships Aooount 

Provisional Doposits Aooount 


6698.62 

82932.84 60418.75 


1408.*0 
7664.85 


\ 


September Outstanding Balances 2833.60 

Suspense (741.32) 1,792.18 


., 1929-Sept 30/30. 



7879.31 848.38:. 


TOTAL to be 







*ha outstanding vouchered bills, on 
amounted to $142,169.86. This doss 
standing hills and payrolls estimate 
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Deoypher of telegram from FOREIGN OFFICE of 
10th December, received 11th December, 1930', 


Addressed to Washington Telegram No, 655 
repeated to Monrovia: 

Monrovia telegram No, 21 and my telegram 
No, 20 to Monrovia, 

Please approach State Department and enquire 
what attitude they propose to adopt explaining 
that His Majesty's Government wish to act in 
concert with them in this matter. You should 
inform them of Mr, Ford's instructions to 
co-operate with his United States colleague. 

Telegram No, 21 of 10th, 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 





Thleno. sj 
Into. No. 


Deoembef 4, 1930. 

**■ >»■ V - — 


I have the honour to inform you that in 
oonH^uenoe of the resignations of His Excellency C. D. 
B. King and Vioe President Allen H. Yanoy tendered to 
the Honourable the legislature of Liberia on the 2nd 
and 3rd instants respectively, His Bxcelienoy Edwin 
Barolay, Secretary of State, was in accordance with 
the Constitution and laws of this Republic sworn in as 
President of the Republic of Liberia on the 3rd of 




The British Charge d'Affaires, 
British Legation, 
Monrovia. 


















DECYPHER OF TELEGRAM TO FOREIGN OFFICE OF ffVWfftm 1 fltii 
My telegram No. 14, IBtM trewabsa. 

fitnesses from Kru Coast have informed me 
that two women one pregnant and the other confined two 
days previously were flogged to death by soldiers. Many 
men also flogged. Two hundred men including paramount 
chiefs are stated to he in chains. 

Late President's aide de camp left for scene 
on 26th November to investigate but he has not yet returnei 


ed. 


No. 19 of 3rd. 


Charge d'Affaires. 







4.0 



Decypher of telegram to FOREIGN OFFICE of 
3rd December, 1930* 


President King informed my United States 
oolleague this morning that he is resigning 
office today. He stated that htsxT»sigMtt« ii he 
has been compelled to resign owing to the 
opposition manifested by all political to 

the programme of re^ns which he proposed to the 
United States Government to put into effect and 
to which reference wasfciade in my despatch No. 

73 of 13th November. 

Vice-President Yanoy resigned on 2nd December. 

legislature are designating present Secretary 
^ of State Barclay to serve as President for 

unexpired term. 

No. 18 of 3rd. 


Charge d'Affaires. 









AX 

Deoypher of telegram sent to FOREIGN OFFICE 
on 18th November, 1930. 


Rumours which have been current for some 
days that Liberian Frontier Force soldiers are 
pillaging and destroying taxn native towns 
on Kru ooast^as'^puni^ment of the tribes who 
presented evidence before Slavery Commission 
now appear to be confirmed. 

Educated coloured woman born in England but 
a Liberian by marriage reached Monrovia today 
and reported to me the pillaging of her house 
on 7th November. 

My United States colleague informed State 
Department on hearing first rumours. 




■ imui ' l llll ' UUftil LBBRIH p* 

ll Wi— 0e i nmiiilUHT fium 


No. 14 of 1 8 th. 


CHARGE D'AFFAIRES. 
































li£rtr of persona, not noraly ttorouch aunmulaloa 
▼olrin* oeptura, r loggia* and tying by solilan oi 

a, 

of oik tribe! <Ufforoao«s owr ’<tnd, tocothar with 

■at# phuaao of tribal austoas." 

Xharaforo your fallow oltlron patitlonara pro 
ba rat.irod and n Torlnlonnl torarmant lnotltutad 
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F0R2KW OFFICK, 



















































highest reaped. 
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K*i»laturo 


Prorialonal Dopoalta 
3opto*or Outotandlr^ 15 

*m» P^aklo (Touohoro) 106,as 


•* to $162,1(9.26. Thl. doo. not [ 
lagrolla ntlaiM to to about 
*Mn audited or Toaohorod for ommm 
la $143,000.00 ooob available, tloii 
I# » •pprtalmtoi/ IM2.ooo.oo. 


JrallafcS, P tKTMror*SrLr^S" ib1 


tr - ' ^ I^Crcr© . o-ft 
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DECYPHER OP TELEORAM FROM FOREIGN OFFICE DATED 
DECEMBER 10 AND RECEIVED DECEMBER 11, 1930. 


Telegram No. 20 addressed to Monrovia and 
repeated to Washington. 

Normal procedure would he for Mr. Barclay to 
address a letter to the King announcing his assumption 
of office which His Majesty recognises by his reply; 

If this is not done it may not be necessary to take 
any definite step until Mr. Barclay Issues a 
commission to a Liberian Consul in British territory 
when Royal Exequatur would have to be given or 
withheld. 

If Mr. Barclay addresses a note to you 
announcing his assumption of office you should simply 
acknowledge Its receipt adding that you are trans¬ 
mitting It to His Majesty's Government. 

You should In the meantime keep In touch with 
your United States colleague. 

Telegram No. 20 of 10th. 


Secretary of State. 





Decypher of telegram to FOREIGN OFFICE of 
6th December, 1930, 

Important, 



My telegram No, 20. 

My United States colleague Informs me that 


the United States Government are examining 
constitutionality of designation by the 
Legislature of Barclay as President and izszO a 
■ea r.&mc are taking no steps which might 
indioate recognition, 

*" Ajp" - 

Please me what attitude I should 

adopt, 

No. 21 of 6th. 


Charge d’Affaires. 





{ £ 1 !» ' Sf 

i'7° 

Deoypher of telegram sent to FOREIGN OFFICE 
on 20th October, 1950, at 4 p.m. 


Your telegram No. 15. 

No disorders hare occurred Liberian Govern¬ 


ment having made a strong display of force. 
Sierra Leone informed. 


Charge d’Affaires. 






Decypher of Telegram received from Foreign Office. 

Despatched. Oct. 18. 1930 
Received. Oct. 18. 1930 

Addressed to Monrovia. Telegram No. 16 and repeated 
to Tashlngton. 

H.M.8. Daffodil Is nov at Sierra Leone and 
according to her preaent programme will remain there 
until October 26th. She could reach Monrovia vlthln 
24 houra. Commander In Chief Africa Is being Informed 
of poaitlon but Admiralty consider that It la 
preferable that "Daffodil” should remain at Sierra 
Leone with which port you can communicate by telegraph 
as Wireless station at Monrovia Is unable to communicate 
with ships. 

Telegram No 16 of 18th. 

Secretary of State. 








DCC.AS. 










1XJCUTIVI MANSION, 
MONROVIA, LIBKRIA. 




563/894/30. 


nth October 1930. 


Sir, 

I hava tha ho*our, by direction of tha Prasidaat 
to notify you that you ara raliavad as of this data from 
tha dutlas of th- offloa of County Attorney for Moat- 
sarrado County. 

You will ba notifiad la dua ooursa 4t your 
suconssor, to whom you shall dallvar all cffica proparty. 

I hava tha honour to ba, 

Sir, 

Tour obadlaat sarvant, 

(Sgd.) Monroa Phalps, 

SICRKTARY TO THI PRXSIDINT. 


Attoraay D. C. Canada, 
County Attoraay for 

Moatsarrado County, 
Monrovia. 


Cartifiad copy 
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14th Ootobar 1050. 


601/W4/S0. 

Sir, 

I havo th« honour by direction of the Pro.il.tant to 
enolrnn herewith tor your information copy of a letter ad¬ 
dressed to Mr, D. C. Caraada on the 11th la*Cant, tad to 
advlne that Mr, R. 0. Saa'lecod was on the 13th in -tent 
oonnis-loned Count. Attorney for Hontaerrado County, 

Iho Pro aidant fur .h»r direct* a- to recast you to 
b# good anouch to advise Mr. Caraada to turn ovor to hl« 
.niece , or inredlately. 


X havo tho honour to bo. 


Sour ofcadlrai sdpvm'., 






• • 


omc* OP THE COUNTY ATTORN BY. 
MONTSKrtRADO COUNTY, 
MONROVIA, 

October 11, 1030. 


His Excel1anoy, 

Chns. D, H. Xing, 

President of Liberia, 
Executive Mansion, 
MONROVIA. 




Your Excel), eneyt- 

ThmX relief that you have wrkwardl. ..Ivan na In 
terminating an honoured dlssharue of duty to our cordon and daar 
country, findc expression In ay despatch to tha Honourabla L. A. 
Orlnas, At torn ay Oanaral of Liberia, In ay Raf. No. Cl *11/1930, for 
convenience dated as of tha data of your despatch to an, October 
11th, 1930, Thiol, I consider unfair since the advlee of tha surrendo 
of the Office to ay suooe *or reached ne on the 18th instant, as 
wlU ®P! oar fron the Attorney Gen ral*s despatch herein enclosed, 
Dep.127-37-*30, 15/10/1930, self explanatory. 

Please a cppt, nevertheless, tha reiteration, 
of ay slncereet appreciation and thanks *n the opportunity by you 
given ae, to serve ay, yea oar country HONOURABLY and to VISRLY and 
PAYRIOfICALLY surrender the trust committed UNTARNISHED and UNSUL- 
LIRD, the pride of our posterity. 

I have tha distinguished honour to renftAn, 
Excellency, 

Your most obedient cervant. 



JXJughba Carso Caranda, 

COUNTY ATTORNEY PRR NONTSBRRADO COUNTY,R.L 






0FFIC5 OF THB COUNTY ATTORNEY, 
MONTSB RADO C UNTY, 
MONROVIA. 

Gotobsr 11, 1930. 


The non-surprised request of Hl8 Rxeellenoy th » 

Fraaident of Lib *rla,Nr.C.D.B.King, oor. .unioitoi' throuh Sou to 
a», lr your !>*p. 189-Sf-•.*), 16/10/1930, io on the 16th instant 
promptly oor.pliel with. 

Vlth th* greatest of delight I suriendor UNTARNISHED 
*nd UNSUIT. IRD that high and sacral rust to &e ccr.raitted by the 
President on behalf of th* Peopla of hitarIs, -y consolation being 
dlsoonvurabls in the fact that I have • ndeavourew to the te~t of 
^ ability to faithfully discharge the duties thereto appertaining 

I an ecnpsll *<t to painfully register with yon By utter 
disgust in the President’s attitude toward, a*, that of ternl- 
natir.,, a Jtcraflcial, yet delightful servio of country, on 
bringing to justice Vlolntors of the law of the land a aharaotor- 
i?ed by the Report c' the international Con; J i.;. J ion if Inquiry, 
“spontaneously and voluntarily" invited and instituted by hie 
on behalf of our Govern’nent, to the ;»ole end of “effectively 
te min a ting the questions involved and hrin u sane to an hrnour- 


-ble conclusion,” in the very language of the Aet.i of legitlatura 
of Liberia, bearing thereon, approved by President King, December 
13th, 10RQ. 







The President having 






I S3 


The Preaidant having seen “fit" to lead off in the 
true and oneompromiaing apirlt of the crisis confronting our only 
•nd dear country, that to orderly retire the administration for 
lost of Confidence in the affaire of Government, I *m doubly 
sure that the Presi ent and Cabinet, under whom in., in which you 
serve* will not in any wise be less willingly patriotic and law- 
abidine your hunbleji servant who would dare be blind to the 

consciousness of the fact that public offices are of the sovereig 
people and eondueted to the end only, of their highest *nd best 
Interest. 


Copy of this despatch is respectfully bod'. President 
King and the Oovernn n* s *-cereciit >A to our Government, for infor¬ 
mation. Aho, you till plea <* find enclosed * oop. < f ny letter 
of tmnder of Office to my successor Atty. R. P. 'J. Smallwood. 

In the honoured services ofour country, 

I have the distinguish- honour to r»miin, 
Hr. Attorney General, 
lour obedient servant, 


(Sgd.) Pojtghba Canr.o Caranda, 

COUN TY AT TORN 5 V POR M0NT3BKRAD0 COUNTY, 
REPUBLIC OP LIBERIA. 












At om*? n. *. U. Smallwood, 
Count? Attorn*: for 

Monts* rado Count?, 
NOKBOVZA, 


In obedience to th* instruction* r >o »ivd 
fro; Presldon . C.D.B.King and hor.L.A.Orines, Attorn*? General of 
Liberia, of ths 11/10/1980 nnd 15/10/1930 rcspeotlv ily, together 
with ths inspection of yotir Cor.nl *f= ion fro-, the Preaient b taring 
flati Ostofcer 11th, A. 0. 1980, I t k* delightful pl*asur* in sur- 
ron : »rln£, ynto you, Untamiahs-. and Unsullied th- trust so lnpli- 
eitly somnittert to my ear*. 

Pron th* agenda surrendered you are to be found duties that 
require true nanhood only, to psrfora. Your refusal to bo true to 
the very oath administer* to n* by President King will render you 
seemingly popular in his estimation and that of the Conspirators 
against ©ur saer id heritage, bst Indeed reproachful in the estima¬ 
tion of your fellow eoun»r?nen an.': Oort. An aot so base, that oven 
you, if patriotie, oannot wi llngly submit to, for th* pleasure of 
of rise. I principally refer to the prosecutions already begun in 
good faith, and within the absolute scope of the authority In me 
vested, >, ain t th • Violators of the law of the Land characterised in 
tho Report 4t th* International Con-is Ion of Inquiry file , with the 
Liberian <>©vwrn r. *nt, September 8th, A. D. 1980. Thii faots, avldenooa 
Q an.’ law are there, and with interest, manhood nrt industry they ur* 
easily accessible. 

Mr, t. V. A. Smith who has for as Ion., as I hnv* b»>n 
County Attorney served me as Clerk, I 1 .*ve with you as a Patriot 
and r man of sterling worth and deprn enoe. 

My Interest you have always, 

Wishing you every snseess, while congratulating you. 


Mr. County Attorney, 
Your obedient servant. 


(Sgd.) Douchba Carro Caranrtn, 



Pecypher of telegram sent to FOREIGN OFFICE on 
17th October, 1930, at 4 p.m. 


IMPORTANT 




My telegram No. 10. 

Situation has elements of danger as possibility 
of an incident ocourting which might inflame anti¬ 
white sentiment of mob cannot be ignored. 

As a precautionary measure I suggest that if 
possible U.M.S. *DAFF0PIL n should be within easy 
steaming distanoe from Monrovia on Ootober 20th and 
October 21st but should remain out of sight of land. 

My United States oolleague shares my views and 
is Informing Washington. 

No. 11 of 17 th. 


CHARGE D'AFFAIRES. 


























Deoypher of telegram sent to FOREIGN OFFICE on 
15th October, 1930. 

Your telegram No. 

It is reported that certain political 
faotions will present a demand to the Legislature 
on the 20th October for the impeachment of the 
President^and oabinet officials. In such an 
event disorders may occur but I do not anticipate 
that the lives and property of the white community 
will be endangered unless the Liberian Frontier 
Force side with malcontents or get out of 

hand. 

No. 10 of 15th. 

Charge d'Affaires. 








Mo y? 

Na y*f*t 


with reference to ay dospatA Bo. 42 of tho *th 
August loot relative to tho flnanoial situation of 
Liberia, X hare tho honour to report that tho 
estlaated revenue. for 1931 or# only 81* h mdrod 
thouooad dollaro, and thot o dofloit of about too 
hundred thouooad dollar, on tho 193 hud^ will 
hor. to bo oorrlod forward to next year. 

2. Inter. ot and Mortiaatlon payment. on tho 
ri restone loon will onount to approximately Too 
hundred thouooad dollar* In 1?3»l *» that, sammlng 
thot the charge* represented In tho '930 dofloit aoo 
liquidated, tho Liberian Gorerr»«it will dispose only 
of a on of about Too hundred thouooad dollar* for 
ffon.r.1 adnlnl ot ratio, purpose., or ow-flfth of tho 
wount no molly required. 

}. There la however a possibility that the 
Uborlan Ooremaent My obtain tho sn of Two hundred 
nd twenty-fir. thouaand dollar* atlll due to thM 
out of tho first half of tho Floe Billion dollar 
nr.stone Loan. Tho Flaoal Agents of tho loan ham 
hitherto refused to pay onr this balenoo on the 
ground that tho Liberian Gorenwant hare failed to 
ooaply with the tern* of tho Loan Agreement and hare 


Hla Majesty*■ 

Principal Sesretary 


Foreign Affairs, 

P0RZT0W OFFICE. 




teen guilty of various Irregularities during the 
past thro# ysars, shlah wars speolfloally nsntlonsd 
In tho telogron addressed by tho Fiscal Agents to 
tho Soorotary of tho Treasury of Liberia, referred 
to is ay despatch So. 42. X understand tliat the 



effects of the ourtallaent of the develoi*ant of 
the Firestone Rubber plantations, to thloh reference 
sas s ?-U In ay deepateh Ho* 48 of tho aid Septaober. 

A seeondary osuse Is the general depression In trads 
oonsequent upon the fall In prloe of all West African 

5 . a,, yohn Looais, the Aneriosn Flnonoial 
Adviser returned to Uonrovla on the £th September} and 
Mr, C. MoCaakay, aho bad been acting for Ur, Loonls, 
proceeded on leers Aortly after«ardo. 


I hare the lionour to be, 
with the highest roapeot. 

Tour aoet ofcediant, 
buable Servant, 
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BRITIan L8QATI0B, 
MOBBOVXA. 

9th September, 1930. 

Bo. 52. 

(58/30) 



Sir, 

2 I hare the honour to tnnalt herewith two oopleo 

of the "Aets passed by tho Legislature of the Republlo 
of Liberia faring tho oosslon 1929". «hioh wore received 
fros tho St«to Department on tho 1 ~th August loot, 

2. Tho only a at of speolal Importer 00 lo Chapter 
XZI, ap:roved lath Deoember, 1929 . entitled "An Act 
o rooting a Portion ent Cl alma Coanlaelon”. This Commissi® 
io to oonoliTt of tho Seoretary of tho Treasury, who 
will bo tho Chairmen, tho Flnanolal Advisor, tho 
Comptroller and tho Auditor; those last throe offlolals 
^ are white Americans aprolntod under tho Firestone 


loan AgroasMUt. 

3. The Commission la giro full power to hoar and 
render a final dealaloe ae to the validity and amount 
of all el also against the Liberian Oovonwont "founded 
upon tho oonstltutlon of Liberia or any laws of Its 
Legislature, upon any regulation or Bxesutlvs Order, 
upon any oontraot express or Implied with tho Liberian 
Oovemoent, or for dosages, liquidated or unliquidated 
In oases not sounding (jlfl) In tort". All alalns 
must be registered with the Commission "within a period 
of three years of tho dato that the alalns arose, or 
right of notion aeonied", otherwise sueh alalns will 

Bis Majesty's 

Frlnolpal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 


Fonmos OFFICE, 











BRITISH LSGATIOlf, ' 


X havs the honour to report that, slnoe tho 
arrival of tho League of Batloaa Commission of 
enquiry Into Slavery and forood labour In Liberia, 
oonoldorablo unoaslnoas has boon aanlfostod by tho 
GoToznaont and by Aaerloo-Llberlans generally as 
to tho oonsoauonooa whloh nay follow tho findings 
of tho Coaalsslon. Thoro is a ooaaon foar that 
tho autonomy of Liberia will bo In Jeopardy. 

2. In ordor that a publio dlswisnlon of tho 
situation night bo hold, a Mass Masting of Liberian 
dtlaono was oallod on tho 1 7th Juno last by 
ox-Prosldsnt D.E. Howard and tho Hon, F.E.R. Johnson, 
pro sort Chlof Justloo of Llborla. Mr. Howard and 
othor speakers admitted that It was a foot know to 
tho Majority of Llborlans that slavery and forood 
labour existed In tho Ropubllo. Roforonoo was aado 


Commissioners to Capo Palaas and on tholr Journey 
Into tho Interiorj and the present Administration 
was attacked for permit ting tho shlpwnt of boys to 
Fernando Poo, whloh had brought about tho Cow.lesion 
of *i«ulry. Several aeabors of tho Cabinet wore 


Prlnolpal Secretary of State 


FOREXQB OFFICE, 




115 , 


present to defend the Government*e position. Hr. 

Edwin Barclay, ths Secretary of Stats, addressed ths 
nesting and atatod that Ur. Arthur Barclay had 
aoosptsd ths appolntaant as Liberian Commissioner on 
condition that hs should not be required to travel, 
as his age would not permit ths strain. Ho want on 
to assure ths audience that hs had aade enquiries at 
Geneva, Washington, London and Paris, and that hs hdd 
bean lnfomed that there was no likelihood of Liberia 
being administered under a Mandate. Further speeches 
were aade, but the westing beoaae so disorderly that 
It was adjounod until the evening In order that 
appropriate resolutions night be drafted In the Inter* 
val. At the second nesting these resolutions were 
























head, w embodied In the second resolution. The 
Secretary of State regarded tho renolutions as 
•seditious", and tho question of instituting proceed¬ 
ings against tho sl&xers was oonsldered by tho Cab Inst, 


shioh ho oas formerly o eitlsi 
avowed object is to intorost t 


roplooo tho Bonk of British Vast Africa. It is rsported 
that ho also intends to approaeh tho State Department 
with a roipiest that the Ilberian Prenldantial eleotlon 
next year should bo supervised by the United States 


> tine past, numerous typewritten eoples 


stolen from the iaerioan Legation here, have been 


genuine by nost of the people «ho received then. One 
of these dosuaents, purporting to be a oopy of 
instructions Issued by the State Departasnt at 
Washington to Dr, C.8. Johnson, the iaerioan neaber 


i that these alleged official dooi 


forgeries, published a "Statement" in which they were 
printed, together with the text of notes exchanged with 
the iaerioan Legation, and a few Introductory remarks. 






II) 


A oopy of this panphi et la sant herewith. It would 
appear froa the tone of Ur. Barclay' a note of the 
25th June to the Aaerloan Charge d'Affaires that he 
eaa hlaaelf lnellned to believe In the authenticity 
of these forgeries; end I know that they were aeoepted 
as genuine by several members of the Cabinet. They 
are supposed to have been elreulated by Ur. Faulkner 
or his agents, but the author of thoa has not been 
di s c ove red. 


6 , On the 26 th July last, the eighty-third anni¬ 
versary of the lndependanoe of Liberia was oelebrated 



pleasant resuts oonoeming the treataent of the negro 
in the United States, was read In aooordanoe with 


ountoa, but so slurrlngly that hardly a word oould bo 
understood. The President at his reoaptlon made quite 
an eloquent speech, obviously addressed to the League 
of Rations Commissioners and to the foreign representa¬ 
tives present. Be traoed the struggles and diffloultle 
of Liberia during the past eighty years; referred with 
gratitude to the aany oooaslons on which Croat Britain 
In particular and the ttalted States had asolsted the 
young Republic; and In an lwpressivs peroration urged 
foreign nations "not to oonslder the heights whloh 
Liberia had attained as ooapared with other oountrles. 










n? 

He stressed the point that if Liberia had made 
■mistakes*, she should be given an opportunity to 
raotlfy than. Hlo whole spoooh was In offset a 
plea for tolsranoa by foreign nations, undoubtedly 
Inspired tor the fear of the consequences eh lob nay 
folio* the publloatlon of the Report of the league 
of Rations Commission of Enquiry, sbloh will expos* 
to the world the exploitation and nlstreatnent of 
the native tribes of Liberia by the Anerloo-Llberlans. 

I haeo the honour to bo, 
with the highest respect, 

81r, 

Your most obedient. 


hunbla Servant, 
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STATEMENT 


( SsUED FROM 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
MONROVIA, LIBERIA 




STATEMENT. 


On the 17th of June h public meeting was held in 
Monrovia. It had been called, ostensibly, because, ns the 
promoters said, “it was believed” that certain European 
Powers had made proposals to the League of Nations to 
establish a Mandate over Liberia. There were about 600 
persons present, the larger number of whom had attended 
principally because of the disturbing nature of this an¬ 
nouncement. Attacks were, of course, made upon the Gov¬ 
ernment liecause of what was styled i t s indifference to 
this threat to Liberia, and on account of other matters which 

The Secretary of State, who was present, made a 
statement in which he pointed out that the administration 
had not Iteen indifferent to these reports as had lx*en 
asserted. The Government had learned of these rumours 
some months lxjfore, and were convinced that they en¬ 
visaged an improbability. But for the purpose of con¬ 
firming this conviction, the Department of 8tate had made 
enquiries at the Secretariat of the League, and had 
found that this report was without any foundation. 

< The Secretary of State assured the people present that 
there was no cause for apj rehension, and in the event his 
statement was not credited, he offered to give those 
who were still unconvinced, proof of the reasons for this assur¬ 
ance. After this statement the majority of those present 
retired from the meeting. Nevertheless, the rumour still 
persisted and stimulated apprehensions in the public mind. 

Investigation disclosed that radical opposers of the 
present administration had in their possession, and were 
surreptitiously distributing, copies of certain papers which 
they declared were authentic official documents from the 
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U “ite.l Status Department of State and the United States 
legation at Monrovia, and which they claimed, discredited 
the assurances given by the Secretary of State. 

At a Woman’s Mass Meeting held in Monrovia, on the 
2tth instant, extracts from these documents were read, 
and formed the basis for certain seditious resolutions passed 
by the assembled women. 

The documents are as follows: 

"Dr. C. S. Johnson, Accredit**! *o the Bureau 
of Inquiry, Division of European Western 

Atlairs. State Department, Washington, 

D.C. 

Dear Sir:- 

You have Inen designated to represent the U. S. 
Government in the Triangular Commission to investigate 
Forced Laliour, Slavery and the maltreatment of indigenous 
natives by the Lilierian Government in the Republic of 
Liberia. Under the circumstances, as from nvnute paper 
received from the British Foreign office, it appears there 
will lie intimidation and contrivance on the part of high 
Government officials and statesmen to warp truthful evidence, 
therefore you are coded under Diplomatic No. 27523-1 and 
you are hereby in.-tructed to use this privilege to investigate 
any such attempt on the part of that Government. For this 
reason you are also allowed a stenographic reporter of the 
Secret Service Bureau. 

2. With such instructions you are to proceed by 
the most direct route to Liberia, breaking your passage 
of course and only in London to confirm minute papers, 
furnished by the fBritish, French and Spanish Governments 
and proving these to be true copies of originals which are now 
known to you. Any further information will lie communi¬ 
cated to you through the Legation in London. 
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3. From the Legation in Paris authentic data have 
been gained to show that the British and French Govern¬ 
ments are desirous, through the League of Nations, to 
have Liberia mandated. As such you are furnished copies 
of B'ummond’s communication suggesting this claim. The 
United States Government may not stand for this, and 
if we can assist Liberia to overcome this our relations 
will l)e better, though it is doubtful if there may not 
occur diplomatic eruptions. In any way, nothing must 
l»e left unturned for this Government to know what le¬ 
gitimate stand it will take on behalf of Liberia. 

If these corrupt practices, as alleged, are found to exist, 
it is the desire of the United States Government to ask permis¬ 
sion of the League to make proposals in the form of a 
mandate to have these practices stopped. 

4. Sotille will lie in London at the time of your 
arrival as per agreement with the State Department to dis¬ 
cuss thoroughly the situation in Liberia. It may lie im¬ 
possible for this diplomat to give you a thorough sketch, 
but the minute papers prepared in the League’s office may 
be available for you to peruse. 

5. The League’s mode of procedure is to demand 
the Liberian Government to afford every opportunity to 

°!he Commission to interview any witnesses who are willing 
to testify. They believe this opportunitj will and must be 
given, but it is also believed that no efforts will be made 
on the part of the Liberian Government to encourage wit¬ 
nesses to testify. Under these circumstances it is under¬ 
stood that they will approach the chief complainant, Mr. T- 
J. R. Faulkner to give them any witnesses he can lay hands 
on in Liberia. This procedure the United States Govern¬ 
ment is in accord with and this will he your mode of 
procedure also. 

3 
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6. Your close cooperation with the League’s re- 
presenUtive is absolutely needed an.I you are given un¬ 
limited time, within a year, to stay in Lihearia to obtain 
facts. The League’s representative has been so instructed 

7. There may be an attempt made by the Liberian 
Government to elect some one as its memlier on the Com¬ 
mission who will in many ways donhlecross the Commis¬ 
si hi wh mi any material evidence is to lie presented. 
You are therefore to closely scrutinize the choice of the 
Government an I keep a vigilant watch on his activities. 


8. You are require! aiw lys to be in close touch 
with the Legation in London and the Division how, and 

a regular cable report of your doings is necessary. If 

there is any attempt on the part of the Liberian Govern¬ 

ment to hamper the Commission’s work in any wav 
same must lie at once reported and supplementary in¬ 

structions will lie sent hy cable. 


9. With the above instructions you are furnished 
also letter of authority to the Treasury Department to 
arrange for your expenses to and while in Liberia. 




Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 1’. I). Liggett'*) 
Acting for the chief. 
Division of European 
Western Affairs. 


Through orders of 
(Sigued) Harry L. Stimson. 
Secretary of State, IT. 8. A. 













May 18,1930. 


Dip. 104/H 39 

The Honourable the Secretary of 8tate, U. S. A., 

State Department, Washington, D. C. 

Attention of the chief Bureau of ^Inquiry, 

Division of European Western Affairs. 

'i ^Your cable of the 10th received an! confirmed on 
the 12th. In response thereto, Mr. Johnson feels it un¬ 
wise to voice his sentiments at ths present in connection 
with D'. Christy’s cable repert for varioaa reasons now re¬ 
serve! to himself, anlby way of an explanation, that his 
attitude may not be judged biased onsidering that the 
Commission has not startel deliberation to propound its 
findings. Rather, as the Legislation is in c’.ose touching 
with the working of the Commissioners, he suggests that I 
transmit my views on the cable report referrel to as my 
personal views not with criticism, principally as being 
premature, I not being a member of the Commission. 

Personally I do not hoil the views of Dr. Johnson 
which goes to suggest plainly th it D\ C iristy’s repert is 
premature, seeing that it was informal or to put it severely, 
personal. I, too, therefore, hold the following view of mine 
as personal. 

If I should bring with the history of the outcome 
of such an established Commission I would be only giving 
to the Djpartnnim such information as are now in its 
possession. Nevertheless, in order that my view may have 
a tenable position with the Oepartmnnt, I h ave deem sd it 
necessary t o say something first touching political 
or, shall I say the automatical aspect that have been in 
advance predicted upon the findings of the Commission. 

It is an evident fact with the Department that the 
British and the French Governments have long since been 
a source of trouble to the Liberian Government. During 
my interview with the Hon. Ramsay MacDonald and Sir 
Samuel Wilson, during my visit to London enroute for 
Liberia, the very blunt assertions (separately too) of two 
statements toward the capitulation of Liberia to - one of the 
greater powers throw off the cloak of hypocrisy on the part of 
the British Government and warrants one to presume that 
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fixed determination has Inen arrive 1 at regardless of sam 
being known all over the world. .Vs the Dspartmant of 
course knows this anxiety on the part of the British is 
mainly to connect Liberia with th ? neighboring colony of 
Sierra Leone in order to establish a very powerful Nivil 
Base on the West Coisi of Africa. All ships take thsir 
bearings at Monrovia or Capa Palmas, before proceedin' 
further down and it is a pretended excuse,, that 
Liberia has bien triel several times and the Negro Re¬ 
public has exhibited their pronounced limitations to Inle- 
pendent States would In greatly detrimental to the Xeigbor- 
ing colonies she now have very close connection with Liberia 
The French o? course are irrational and make no excuse 
but a part of Liberia must go to them. 

With the above in mind it is not to l>e wondered 
that certain intrigues which the Liberian Goverment has 
not been acquainted with an l which it is still unaware 
of, had been on foot previous to the visit of Mr. T. J. 

R. Faulkner to Kurope and the writing of his letter to Sir 
Kric Drummonds a copy of which he transmitted to the 
Department. In passing I may state that Mr. Faulkner 
was asked to write this letter t nd information has been 
gained from authoritative source, that he was reminded 
or advised that this letter will he the only 
relief for Liberia, as the League or Nations will then 
demand the removal from office o f these officials 
connected with these depredations and new ones installed. 
The Department knows the rest of the story and how it 
came in as a mediator, instructing Minister Francis to 
transmit the note of June *, 1W29, and the action taken 
by the Liberian Government, which for a while, at present, 
has curbed the feelings of aggrandisement of the powers * 
concerned. The Commission was organised on April Sth and 
has since been getting the desired information. The Liberian 
Delegate, as Dr. Johnson remarked to us, has lieen acting 
the part of a defence counsel, and much will not l>e expected 
of him as a member of the commission in their findings. 
Another regrettable circumstance is that high officials of 
government are using their powers lwth openly and clandes¬ 
tinely to shut t h e mouths of would l»e informants ami 
tyrannise those who have testified and this is hampering 
the work of the Commission. There are authentic proofs to 
his which Drs. Christy and Johnson will including in their 
findings. 







Hiwevjr it ha* btx<n clearly proven that there is clearly 
forced laliour on the rends (men are brought miles away 
from their homes contrary to the covenants of the Anti- 
Slavery Convention—to work- without food, pay or tools 
and . then lined and some flogged). This certainly too is 
analogous to slavery. It ;: is .also clearly proven, not only 
by oral testimonies, but by document* thaLaborigines have 
been shipped .forcefully by- aid of soldiers to Spanish 
territorv ah T the' French Congo. Certain pictures are now 
in the Legation which will, be handed to the Commission 
later. There is also verbatim report of the conversation 
lietween the Gorman' Under Secretary of State and the 
late 1'ostmaster <-ienera-» lloss which'in itself is a confession, 

and which will. In bffered in by the Consul concerned- 
These, depredations are very ugly, blit in my pnipioi}, 
do nit w irrwit Lrh'd-i I’lnfog qwifottf.'* This Mr. Faulkner, 
I am forced to believe, wrote his letter 'frdm a pqint qf 
patriotism, to obviate any (pies'ion of a mandate, but thp 
human mind, espici ill 1 ? tint or the negro, is often goveVrted 
by prejudices nd inbornteinpnraihental perversities and when 
these are deeply rooted in others against you, your kindest 
and host efforts are--often misinterpreted and depreciated. . 

I reiterate that from what has lieen submitted, l 
am convinced that thOVe is forced labour and slavery in 
Liberia. - I do not -as yet know of any further outcome 
of the inquiry of l)rs. Christy and Johnson on the Lee- 


The Secretary of State was instructetl to bring these 
documents to the attention of the American Legation at 
Monrovia. The notes following were exchanged and are 
given out for the information of tKe puhlic. 

329/D. "Department of.State, 

Monrovia, Liberia. 
June 25, 1930. 


It is with exceeding regret that I have to bring 
to your attention certain papers, purporting to be copies 
of authentic despatches issuing from the Department of 




W^on' ^tS^oL^SSL *h" d ,nm J hs United State. 
ZLia. 1 Ch h "' -«» currency i, 

2. Those documents, comprising; 

W dTl'l 4 ’” (““** to ?'■ C ' S - Job"™, Ameri- 

<b) Stermta^' If™]!! . Mr ' C ' rter *“ the tJnit<,d 8UlU ’' 

-£?« ?***?, matter* coming within the 

Maj 18, 1930 b Con ’ nl ' Mlon °' inquiry rlaterl 

h, E „r,r^iXr„7«L" 

the United'"sum! **" ‘"“•“tonal friendly attitude o! 

jtvs e 

Kris oT’lcTth to• aUit K de ’ fhe Gov ^"ment of 
documents Rut 1 i? i*!*?* 6 ,n . the authenticity of these 
SSTE. ® Ut the . per,U,la , Dt insistence of ,he opposition 

Oovornment’g 0 ST th « 8tZ 

that the United 8h.Ua (Wu'Si, 1 '{.ifS, “E 
TpubNc M " inter "'' ■»«“«' of "hi 

trratifiml tPu. Liberia would, therefore, be 

fictitious 11 n 1 a88Ur ®^ their impressions as to the 

I™ W.“ i^T Cl ”‘ r, “ ter 01 ,h — <>“»"»»> 

teem, W “ h “ nlime ”‘* °f h»S** con.ideration and e». 

I hare the honour to be, 
Mr. Charge d’ Affaires, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Sgd.) EDWIN BARCAY, 
Secretary of 8tate. 

I ho American Charge d’ Affaires a. i., 

American legation, 

Monrovia. Liberia. 
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Department of State 
Monroria Liberia. 
June 26, 1930. 


^ 4, ^) 0 and r 7bj^ii^crivdy' 

$t. *£ -t’sr 'n srs 


Your obedient servant, 
Sgd. HENRY COOPER 


The American Charge d'Affaires. a, i„ 
American Legation, 


Legation of the 
United States of America 
Monrovia, Liberia, 

Hy dear Mr. Secretary, J “" e 27, 1930 

of J u „e 25 ha i9TO lhe ad° l " )Ur rtf ? r *° ,our note No - 339 /D 

of June at’ lS whh J ° U r r ,u PP le, nantary not* No. 330, D 
mark^ffl ‘ 93 °' * h ™ ,er ' nc « to certain document*, one 
can I^„irtL PU „r, r ^*, to .^* n l n ’ lructi0 ” the Ameri- 
SwTSTi ” 'R' Ch “ rl “ 8- Johnson, the other 

& m .tr^r„; n iou ,or brinifi " 8 

to w** “ Wit £ *."** that I hare the honour 

dOTumen?/. 011 “ Ilh “ i !«ttngly and categorically that these 
the stvln ^ ntsattca- With reference to document (A) 
style and language is entirely foreign to that used 
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hy the United State*; there is no person by the name of 
1\ D. Ligget connected in any official capacity with the 
Department, and l cannot conceive that such an instruction 
would been issued. With reference to document (B) I 
may state that not only is the style of the communica¬ 
tion and language used entirely foreign to the usage of 
this Legation, hut that no such letter was ever written 
from the Legation, and that it certainly does not express 
the views of the Legation. 

The Legation would appreciate any information 
as to what steps the Government of Liberia is taking to 
ascertain the source of these documents with a view to 
the prosecution of the guilty person or persons as the matter 
is of grave interest to the Legation. 

The memorandum presented by Mr. Carter on June 
10,1930, sets forth, as you mentioned, the attitude of m.v 
Government toward the Republic of Liberia an I I have the 
honour to assure you, Mr. Secretary, that this attitude 
remains unchanged. 

With renewed assurance of my highest considera¬ 
tion and esteem, I have- the honour to be, Mr. Secretary. 

Your obedient servant. 

Sgd. C. H. HALL. Jr. 

American Charge d’Affaiers ad interim 
The value of the political capital which was sought 
to lie made of these purported authentic documents' 1 may, 
lie, therefore, accurately assessed by the public fron. the 
notes quoted above. 

Department of State, 

Monrovia, Liberia. 

June 2fe, 1930. 
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UBKWAM citizens' nsrriNii held at ruBLic 

SQUARE UN THB 17m DAT uE JUNE, A.B. 

_ 1320 .__ 


At 2 p.m. on date above quoted there woo Tory thickly 
convened on interesting Ma»3 Meeting of Liberian Citlsens - about 
^OO pereons approximately, une of the Conroittee members vHon■ 
D.E. nowardJ, requested Rev. U. ». Olbeon to Invoke Devine blessing 
This was done and the former gentleman delivered a speech in whloh 
he intimated the audlenoe that this Meeting was oalled for the 
purpose or considering:- 

* 1 , How did the International Commission or Enquiry come 

about to be appointed and invited to come to the 
Republic without the consultation and consent or the 
peoplev 

2. it is alleged that the Republio of Liberia Indulge 
in Slavery and Forced Labour, end he publioly and 
most confidently pointed out to the Meeting that 
he, as well as hundreds of many others, ore cognizant 
that such is a ract. He further cited an instance 
when he asked Col. i.E.Davis Iwho was also present 
in the Meeting; whether it was true that 100 boys 
had been shipped from the City to Fernando Poo, and 
that uol. Davis not only confirmed the news but 
informed that tr.e real number or boys shlpp«<l 
150, col. Davis, in the presence of the Citizens 
at the Meeting endorsed his statement. Mr. Howard 
further pointed out thut in 1^21 an vot was passed 
by the National Legislature prohibiting t ^ a .f l J p P® nt 
of boys to foreign parts or the world, and that he 
challenged anybody 1*10 could gainsay his statement. 

J, The Executive Government was represented by His 
Excellency tl.e President a Cabinet, aid 
demanded or them to explainK.he position to tne J.eeting. 
He stated that it had been heard 
was about to be taken from then and that they m 11 
be under a Mandatory control, and therefore requested 
than to say what they knew of the matter for the 
information of. the Publio. 

4. That the people or Liberia are absolutely and entirely 
against the shipment of boys to rernando **©, ° r t0 
any other place,, and requested the testing to alggest 
means whereby they could make their dl approval known 
to thw universe. 
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b 5« That the law, as above quoted, having been passed 
by the National Legislature, why should, or how 
did It happen that suoh was violated by oertaln 
Individuals and tolerated by the Government? - 
In that boys had been really shipped. 

At this end there was an applause, and the 
Hon'ble K.B.K.Johnson made an Impressive oration, the substanoe 
of which was that he pointed out primarily to the Meeting that 
suoh a Contention was not a political one but national, aid that 
he with Hon. D.B.Howard endeavoured to oall the citizens to 
their Meeting with a view to considering the orltioal position 
in which they felt their country was placed. He remarked 
that he has had privileges or knowing exactly what is the opinion 
of both European and American powers about the Government of 
Liberia because of his association with foreign correspondents 
and general newspapers. He too confirmed that natives have 
been sold by oertaln individuals, contrary to the rules and 
regulations laid down by the League of Nations, end to which 
Liberia gave her signature, end that he was afraid that if 
oertaln methods were net adopted to eradicate suoh a practice, 
it was evident that they naturally must be governed by sane foreign 
Power. Imnediately after his speech ur. Jas. F.Cooper, Secretary 
of Treasury, R.L. was requested to speak as a member or the 
Cabinet,as it was thought that Ur. Edwin J. Barclay #10 had been 

\V " ,v > 

nominated to speak on behalf of the Cabinet was not present at 
the Meeting. At the threshh Id of Mr. Cooper's speech it was 
dlsoeveyed that M*;* Ufrcl.ay fas the Mating, and be was asked 
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• that If there was anyone in their midst who was afraid that ' 

^ yheir oountry was in a deleoate position, that one must go and 
rest in peace. we remarked that among sundry statements made 
by hon'bie D.E.Howard, this gentleman asked why did the 
Conmissioners leave Monrovia for Cape Palmas to investigate that 
matter of slavery and forced labour without taking with them 
the Liberian Delegate, viz. Hon'bie Arthur Barclay. Mr. Edwin 
Barclay explained that when Hon'bie Arthur Barclay was asked 
by the Liberian Government to represent it, he acoepted the 
appointment on the oondltlon that he was not to travel as his 
age would not permit such a strain. Further, the Commissioners 
only gave him one day's notioe when they were about to leave 
for Cape Palmas, and he remarked to them that they would nave 
to take one Liberian Stenographer with them, but they replied 
that they were only proceeding to that end for the purpose of 
personal visit. He substantiated his assurenoe to the oitizens 
of their unhindered indepence by citing some instances where he 
had oabled to Geneva, ascertaining wnether it was a fact that 
# the United Skates Government or the League of Nations had decided 
to put Liberia under a Mandate, and also to the British and 
French Foreign offices, and these places replied that no suoh 
position had been taken, and further these Powers stated that they 
had so many places under mandatory control that they did not 
need any more. At the expiration of his speech Ur. Jas.F. 

Cooper continued his speeoh, and he drew the attention of the 
Mefct&rig'Ui one of. the sundry remarks madd by *ion'h).e D.E.Howard, 
itiioh was that the Seoretary of the Interior was sect down the/<^H*o^ 




C to investigate oertaln allegations that wore made by oertaln 
”thl«f* of those dlstrlota, bu t tha t although a considerable 
length of Urns has expired, the President has not yet submit tod 
t he Soersta ry or Interior's report to the Cabinet, and he, as 
well as the Meeting wanted to know what beoame of the report. 

Mr. das. t. cooper explained that the Secretary of the Interior 
had only partly submitted his report and not oompletely. Naturally 
the President oould not have submitted an lncceiplete report to 


After this speeoh ended Counsellor R.E.Dlxon made 
a moot astounding speeoh. He first of all pointed out to the 
Meeting that the question relative to the violation of the haw 
re shlpnent of boys from the Hepublio to foreign oountriks had 
not been answered, and that such question was of paramount 
Importance. He Impressed the Meeting with the fact that men 
of high ranks, even from Presidents right doiwi, have been Imprisoned 
beoause they have been guilty of having violated laws, and that 
he did not see why if, as it Is supposed, some officials are 
participating In the Indulgence or foroible labour, should not 
be dealt with aocording to law, mid penalised according to the 
gravity of their offences. The oongregatlon was more than 
Pleased at his bold sentiments that the applause given thereto 
was very great. Thereafter oame sundry speakers of iWicm 
no notice was taken, aid as some confusion arose, the Chairman - 
hon'bl* C.E.Howard adjourned the Meeting vis asked suoh to be 
re 1 convened at 8p us» of Vie same day, but before 'dismissing tham 





k 11 w " unanimously passed that a Ooomilttee consisting or every 
v representative or every eity or Uontserrado should draft up 
a Neaolutlon with reference to their daolaratlon of dls- 
anproval of shat haa bean alleged, tnd whloh was to be read 
and adopted ahen tne Heating reamed duty at e p.o. After 
thla interval tne Heating aaa re-convened at the Hall of 
Kepreeentatlvea and the Hon'ble u.g.Howard repeated the 
Secretary to the Comal ltee to read the Hesolutlons and thle waa 
done. Hr. UA.Orlnee - Attorney General, K.u. aeked the 
audience for an opportunity to make some contents on oertaln 
olausea or the Reeolutlone ahloh he thought had better been 
deleted. After muoh excitement he spoke but to no avail. Another 
suggestion was made by counsellor N.H.Sle-broenell as to amending 
the Hesolutlons which was adopted. One of Hr. Grimes' 

points was that the Resolutions Interfered with two phases of 
Foroad labour - (11 forced labour for prleate use, andforced 
labour Tor public use. He stated that as for as he wL oonoemed 
he knew nothing about forced labour for private use und so had 
nothing to say against it; but idisn it came to a giestlon or 
forced labour for publlo use, he relt that such action as might 
have been taken by the Government was not in contravention to 


the rules laid down by the league or Nations. He challenged anyone 
*10 oould say that foroed labour hid been used for the pupposo 
of private use, and Counsellor N.H.Sle-BrowneU publloly declared 


“ ™^1 M many others, know that suoh tractlcae have 
been Indulged in hy many officials. finally Hr. Grimes hall to 
take his seal as his suggestions hud no weight on 


the mind* ot= 




^ V However, the Resolutions were finally read, and adopted and 
O signed by several persons* The purpose or the Resolutions 
was to declare to the World that the people or Liberia are 
bitterly against slavery and forced labour, end further 
assured the Koreign Powers that arter the Cootnissioners 3 hall 
have rendered their findings, and certain individuals found 
guilty of having acted controrlly to rules and regulations laid 
down by the International Convention, suoh officials will be 
Instantaneously be removed from their respeotlve offioes and 
prosecuted according to law. 

I 

It was further resoyed that suoh Resolutions be 
typed In triplicate and one oopy to be filed with the League 
of Nations, one oopy with the United States Government bhroi^h 
its looal representative and one oopy with the Liberian Government 
through the Liberian Secretary of State* lhe Meeting was 

dismissed sine die* 
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NOTICE! 


% 




At a general Mass Meeting of the Citizens of Montserrado 
County comprising of representatives from every City, 
Township, Settlement and Territory, amounting in all to 
over 500 persons male and female, which said Mass Meet¬ 
ing was called by ex President D. E. Howard and Hon. F- 
E. R. Johnson, and presided over by ex President Howard, 
The following Resolutions were adopted: 


Resolved, that we have heard the explanations and defense set up by the mem¬ 
bers of the Cabinet to the queries propounded by the meeting thru its Chairman, 
and declare same lame and unsatisfactory. 

Re»olved also that we note with gratification the information given us by the 
Secretary of State as to the answer received from the League of Nations ana the 
Government of the United States of America as to the unfounded rumor respecting 
the autonomy of Liberia. 

[\ It it further reaolved that the answer given as to the shipment of laborers from 
Montserrado County to Fernando Poo, contrary to the Act of Legislature passed 
and approved January 13, 1921, is unsatisfactory and irrelevant. 

Resolved further that the answer or reason given as to why the Liberian Repre¬ 
sentative on the Commission of Enquiry, nor his Secretary was sent to accompany 
the said Commission of Enquiry to th'e coast, is unacceptable, unsatisfactory and 
reprehensible: and we denounce said neglect. 

It is further resolved that copies of these resolutions be sent to every County, 
City, Territory, Township and Settlement for their information. 


D. E. HOWARD, 

Chairman. 

R. E. DIXON, 

Secretary. 

Monrovia, June 20, 1930. 
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At 2.15 p.m* on data above quoted a very interesting Meeting 
was held by the women oltlzens of Montserrado County, whose congre¬ 
gation was approximately 500 persons in nunber* 

Mrs* Brownell, one of the Committee members, requested the 
Rev* T. B* Ward to invoke blessing, and when this was done she was 
eleoted Lady President to conduct the affairs of the gathering* 

Ur* Brownell, by virtue of her position, requested the unattracted 
attention of the audience as she made it known to the Meeting that 
they had prompted such an occasion in order that they may hear 
for themselves fhat they did not know, and understand certain facts 
which were kept in darkness* She thereupon revested Mr. Thos* 

*1. K. Faulkner to elucidate to the Meeting certain facts that had 
yet to be made known, and made It quite clear that not only did they 
want to hear Mr* Faulkner, but if there was any other man in their 
^■ldst who knew anything about the autonomy of their country, he was 
quite welcome to have his say in the matter. 

Mr* Faulkner's speech was more than interesting to the con¬ 
gregation, in that he intimated the people that the purpose for which 
the Commissioners are here is to find out whether the allegations 
made against Liberia are true, and that the ultimate result will 
be that they must find out the truth) in other words every complaint 
that hits' been made M&ll b<k ^roui^4 to\be justified, aVartjKd^eV* 
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**£*• remarked that Amerioa, haring 8pant her money and also the 
7§ry liras of soma of her oitisens to build up Uberla, oannot 
allow her to do Just as she likes, and that Uberla must suffer 
for her sins* Uberla, Mr* Failkner says, has been found to 
be unfit for Self-Government, and it is Just obrious Uiat she 
must be put under mandatory control. He pointed out to the 
people that this is no Goremment, there are only a few men 
running something like a Goremment - Just as they like, and 
that such is not going to be tolerated by the League of Nations* 
Mr. Faulkner made it known to his hearers that the wide world 
is <*»ite aware and well informed of ererything that is being 
done in Uberla, and that he was rery much astonished when he 
found out, from his interriews with the Secretary of State 
and Under-Secretary of State at Washington, D.C. what informa¬ 
tion the American Goremment had in their possession as regards 
the mean praotloes that had been condoned by the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment. For the information of the congregation, Ur. Faulkner 
read certain extracts of a newspaper which dealt solely and most 
exclusively on Slavery and Forced Labour in Uberla, published 
by one of the Editors in the United States, and he siegested 
that the only remedy Uberla oan have is to retire the present 
aAninlstratlon, and Provisional Administrators be appointed 
to guide the affairs of the State until thW next quadrennial 
eleotion* The applause given to Ur* Faulkner's oration was 
very great insomuch that it lasted for more than fifteen minutes* 
Counsellor N,'H* &le-Br<wmell then delivered a most 
Interesting speech, but primarily read an extract of a publication 












. .. -j- nr 

(_|reoently circularised by a white lady named are. It, simone. 

™ heading of this ladjr'e publication nae "CH LIBKKTf, what 
rmms auk dm in mi hah*,- a . subject malUr on whloh 
•he erltee merely deals with oonditione in Liberia, who 
•uggeeted that the only salvation fop Liberia would be fop 
the League of Nations to send ante administrators in Liberia, 
inasmuch aa Liberia has been so oruel to her own people, Mrs. 
Simone points out that Slavery and Forced Labour has boon 
going on for a miabor or years, and further oltod her reader.' 
attention to the last quadrennial eleotlon of Iho Republic of 
Liberia, and how although there were only 6,000 votos on the 
roll, there were Pound to be 45,000 ballot ticket, in favour 
•f «r. C.D.B.Klng on exmalnatlon, and she states that thle 1. 
a miraole, end that if Llb«i» 1. able to show to the World how 
this oan be pos.lbl.,“lt will oertalnly be one of the many 
mleterles of this dark continent". Ihe oongregatlon was 

mere than grateful to Mr. Bremen for having road such extreote. 

0 At this end Lies Irene A. Gant, a member of the Staff 

of the College of dost Africa, Monrovia, delivered a type-written 
address, in «iioh ehe expressed her most oandld opinion of the 
incapability and untruetworthlneee of the present administration, 
and also of the Legislature as being a-figure-Head" and 
oompoaed mostly of or ea Lures eho oall Lhasa elves men. She 
rminded her attentive audienoe that aocordlng to Constitutional 
ritfits, the Legislature la the flast branoh of Governed la the 
Republio, mo are to make lass and see to it that such lain are 








( “P * vorjr or Irrespective of rank, familiarity, 

V3.o; but on tho contrary they allow themselves to bo bought with 
monoy and to bo dictated to. She too suggests that the only 
possible raaedy In eight for Liberia Is that she have her jresent 
sdUnlstratlon laraediatsly swept and made dean, by ^pointing 
Provisional President and Cabinet mmabers until the next national 
Quadrennial Election. She further suggests that a Petition be 
drafted to the League or Nations through the Intermediary of Dr. 
»rlatr, and also to the United states of Amerloa throu^t the 
Intermediary of Dr. Charles Johnson, soliciting them to give 
Liberia one more ohanee to have herself straightened up, aid to 
purge out the filth that at present exists In their present 
administration. 

At the and of Visa Oont'a address another applause 
was given thereto ahich induood several oth r ladies to go on the 
stage, one after the other, all urging that Resolutions be drafted 
right then ss to tholr disapproval of what has boon going on by 
^certain officials of tho Government. Finally a Comlttee was 
appointed to draft the Resolutions, composing solsly of ladlss, 

Oo only assoolatsd with Counsellors R. E. Dixon, N.H.Sle-Hroenoll, 
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, # . Meeting *WLoh took place on the 17th of June, A.J % the Publlo 
^Jquere, end to make their disapproval known to the world of the 
neen praotloes that have been indulged in by oertain officials 
of their (tareminent, and faithfully promising the League of 
Nations and the United States Government that, after the 
Conaissi oners shall have made their report of the investigations 
that have been held during the past few months, and oertain 
individuals or officials found guilty of havir^ participated in, 
or profited by. Slavery and forcible Labour within the Kepublio, 
said officials or individuals will be penalised by the people 
of the country, and that their Adninistratlon win be foroed to 
retire, in order to eradicate oertain and future maltreatments 
to the natives of the country, and be free of a worldly blame* 

It was further resolved that copies of these Resolutions 
be sent to the leading aoloured women of the United States, another 
to the women oitirens of the different counties of the Republic 
for their action thereon, another to the League of Nations, 
another to the United States Government, and to the Commissioners. 

% At this end Mr* Thos. J.R. Faulkner invited the attention 

of the aidlenoe to a most serious fact, which was that the only 
Sank that they have in the Republic is about to leave them, 
through seme cause or the other, and that such a position taken 
is, of itself, an obvious demonstration that things have reached 
their limit. He olted instances where he has, prior to, and 

after his visit to the United States, made several applications 

to the Cdasonwealth District ef Mdnrovia, N '^e<|lestldg' peMdsdlon 

to run his Plant through the streets of Monrovia to give public 







flight, *iloh would be on unt to the country, and that tha 
hoad of that Department directed him to the Secretary of 
State, K.U., and after applying to this official he was 
re-directed to Hie fcccellenoy the President, n.L. who also 
directed him to sake hie application to the National! Legislature. 
He failed to give this service to the Public through personal 
and polltioal prejudices, and asked the Nesting how oould It 
be expected for Liberia to progress. 

/my asount or sentiments sere oiade ond expressed 
both heard and grusbled - whloh bespoke the dissatisfaction 
of the people towards the treatment given to Nr. yaulkner, 
a«d at last the Nesting was dismissed at 6.45 p.m. sins die. 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE WOMEN CITIZENS OF MONTSERRADO 
COUNTY IN A MASS MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF MONROVIA 
ON TUESDAY? JUNE 24, 1930 

Whereas we, the women of Uontserrado County, representing 
the women of Liberia, in Mass Meeting especially called 
by the women on the 24th day of June, 1930 , in the city 
of Monrovia, Liberia, for the purpose of considering the 
unsatisfactory conditions existing throughout the country, 
wgerefore an International Commission of Inquiry is now 
instituted to investigate said conditions of forced labour 
slavery and the illegal shipment of boys to Fernando Poo, 
contrary to the Anti-Slavery Convention of 192$; and 

Whereas, the masses of people of this country were 
ignorant of these conditions alleged to have been exist¬ 
ing; and 


Whereas, on account of said allegations now under 
investigation the Autonomy of the country is alleged to be 
threatened; and 

Whereas, we. the women of Liberia, realize our responsi¬ 
ble equally with the men of the country in doing what 


BE IT RESOLVED: 


1* the women of Liberia confirm the doings of the 

men of Afcntserrado County passed in a Mass Meeting by 
Resolutions on the 17th day of June, 1930, in which they 
registered their disapproval, condemnation and censure of 
any official of the Government or private individual who 
may have participated in and profited bythe illegal and 
forcible shipment of boys from Liberia to Fernando Poo 
ana other parts, forced labour without just compensation, 
and f of Slavery. / 


2. That if these chargee are found to be true by the 
Commission, Instead of affecting our Autonomy, we ask 
t 7 nlt U £ h q + h8 a88i8tance of the League of Nations and the 


rw*ToT! *0Bi.BT,ance tne League or Nations and the 
United States Government that the present administration be 
Immediately thereafter removed and a Provisional Government 
be instituted until the general quadrennial election. 
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3. That a copy of these Resolutions, together with a 
copy or the Address of Miss Irene A. Gant, delivered before 
the women of Liberia, this 24th day of June, 1930, be sent to 
the International Commission of Inquiry now sitting in inves¬ 
tigation of the charges against Liberia, as expressive of the 
sentiment of the women of Liberia. 


4. That copies of these Resolutions be sent to the dif¬ 
ferent counties of Liberia for the action of the women thereon 
and to the leading Negro women in the United States of 
America by way of soliciting their sympathy and support. 


Respectfully submitted, 2^ ^Z**^**- 

(Sgd) If. B. Jones, Chairman J 

U. A. Gibsbn 
" S. E. Afljnons 

" H. EAfadmpre 

" S. Z. Moort 

" W- A. Richards 

" Mary E, Benson 
Y F. M, A. Porte 
" Lucinda Beams 
" Hattie Be 11^, 

" A. E. R 


lant, Secretary. 












At 2 p.m. on date above quoted there wae very thieklv 
int6reGtin « ■&** -*dlng of Liberian Citizens - 
about 500 persons approxii lately. Cne of the Committee 
invokl®!*^™ hi E «, Hov,ar ?y» requested Rev. G. .. Gibson to 

blessing, ibis was don. .aid the former gentleman 

JeellmTwti cialirt “Jif" h * lnti “i t,d tho audience Set tliio 

meeting was called for the pur *>se of considering: - 

1. Itow did the International Cohesion of -inquiry come 
about to be appointed and invited to com. to the 

Republic without the consultation and consent of the people? 

2. It is alleged that the Republic of Liberia indulge 

anti forced labour, and he publicly ;ind moot 

» confidently pointed out to the Meeting that he, ns well 
? Vi ^ °^ er8 » cognizant Jh t’oich ^ 

Col T* in *banee when he asked 

C S«Jv T * ?: ^ who *''* alBO P r * sent in the eeting) 

^; aS . tr S e Uiat 100 b °y fl haci been shipped 
irom the City to Fernando Poo, and that Col. Davis 
not oniy confirmed the news but informed that the real 
number of boys shipped was 150. Col. Davis, in the 
at??!2i2t 0f 55® Citizens Ut Vie -*•♦*«* endorsed his 
statement. Jr. Ilowaru further pointed out that in 1921 

bh* national Legislature prohibiting 
the shipment of boys to foreign parts of the world, and ^ 
that he challenged anybody who could gainsay his statement. 

3# Si was represented by His Excellency 

Cabinet, and .Jr. !Ioward de. landed of them * 

*2® P osi bion to the Jeeting. He stated that 
+ ^Si d *5 Cen *?® art- bb^t Uieir autonomy was about to be 
A ^2^°® ^ wiU be under a Jnndatory 

* ^br°i* therefore requested then to say what they y 
knew of the matter for the information of the Public. 

4. That people of Liberia are bsolutely juid entirely 
against the shipment of boys to Fernando ^oo. or to 

to .ugget 




Ho. 
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BRITISH LHGATIOS, 
UOUKOVIA. 

4th August, 1950. 

IM 


Sir, 

With reference to mg denpatoh Ho, 50 of tho 26 th 
Uoy last relative to tho flnanolal situation of 
Liberia, I bars tho honour to rsport that ths Fiscal 
Agents undsr ths Firestone loan Agreement sons weeks 
ago addressed a telegram of over eight hundred words 
to the Seoretary of the Treasury of Liberia In reply 
to the request of the Liberian Governsent for an 
$100,000 additional sun of One hundred thousand dollars, to 

whloh refsrenee was aads in the sixth paragraph of ay 
despatch. 

® 2. In this telegran, whloh I was allowed by the 

Anerloan Anting Flnanolal Adviser to read, the Flsoal 
Agents set forth In detail under nine heads all the 
violations of the Loan Agreement by the Liberian 
Government, and ooaplalned of various Irregularities 
whlsh they had oo omitted during the past three years. 
In language whlsh was tantamount to a refusal of the 
applloatloa for further funds, they stated that the 
matter "would be held under advlsoamt 1 '. The hope 
was expressed that the Liberian Government would take 
steps to rectify the Irregularities oomplalned of and 
would In future oarry out strletly the terns of the 
Agreement. They were advised to ourtall their 

His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of 8tate 
for Foreign Affairs, 


F0 RSI OH OFFICE, 



expenditure 







Kft 

expenditure on Government administration, ml to 
put Into iffMt tha reforms suggested by tha 
Financial Advisor. Tha proposal nado by tha 
Saoratary of tha Treasury, to which rafaranoa was made 
in paragraph savan of my despatch, that temporary 
loans should ha granted by tha Bonk of British Want 
Africa, was disapproved. 

3. Tha Liberian Govomnant replied briefly to 
tha effest that they oonaldered that "dlfferenoes of 
opinion relative to tha interpretation of the Loan 
Agreement" Aould for* the subject of correspondence 
and should not be used os grounds for refusing tha 
application for further funds. 

4. Tha President duly signed tha Executive Order 
authorising tha collection of revenues in the lntorl^p 
by the Internal Revenue Department, and a white 
American official of the Department is already * g 
a tour of one of the districts of the hinterland to 
supervise the collection of the hut tax. 

3. The Committee appointed to examine the 
administrative departments of the Government with the 
object of recommanding possible economies duly present¬ 
ed their report. The two Liberian members drew up a 
majority report, end Mr. UoCaSkey, a minority one. 

I understand that Mr. MeCaskey reoommendad the abolition 
of many Government poets, reductions in salary of 
numerous officials end curtailment of the staff of 
several Government Departments. He estimated the 
annual reduction in expenditure, if his recommendations 
were carried out, at One hundred thousand dollars. 

The 
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The Liberian members Old not dara sign a 
report which, it adopted, would have entailed the 
dismissal of various legitimate and lllegltlnate 
members of the ruling families, and they nade no 
practical suggestions. They proposed that as the 
oountry Is faolng a flnanoial oriels, all patriotic 
Liberians In the Barrios of the Government should 
sake "voluntary donations” to the Treasury by returning 
a portion of their official salaries, ranging In 
aaount from fifty per cent for the President and 
Cabinet officers, do* to ten per oent for minor 
enployees and nanbers of the Liberian Frontier Force. 

6. The Treasury race1red about Four thousand 

£4,000 pounds In taxes shortly before Independence Lay 

(26th July) ahloh enabled the Government to pay some 
=$ of the arrears of official salaries. 

7. Hr. John Loonls, the Anerloan Flnanoial 
Adrlser, Is returning to Liberia towards the and of 

this nonth to resume his posts and Hr. UoCaUkay, who 

Is at present acting for Hr. Loomis, will than go 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 














Sir, 

1 havo the honour to report that the Llborlan 
Government aro onoe aoro la a serious flnanolal 
situation. Bo official salaries, other than those 
of the Customn end Inlaid Rsronuo Departaents, hare 
boon paid sines Dooenbor, 1929* and large suae aro 
duo to various local trading firms fbr goods 
supplied to Oovernamt Departments. 

2. tbs rorsnuos for the flnanolal year udiwg 
>1st Dsoenber, 1950, wore estimated to yield one 
Billion dollarsj tut, owing to an unexpected doorsaos 
In the remiss eolleeted during the first four 
aonths of the year. It now appears that they ara 
unlikely to exoeod eight hundred thousand dollars, 
tfilsb will remit In a deflolt of about two hundred 
thousand dollars. 

3. Hr. C. KoCatfcoy, the lasrlosn Acting Flnanolal 
Adviser, explained the situation at a nesting of the 
Cabinet about six make ago, and urged that It was 
essential that expenditure should be decreased by 
effecting eeonoales In adalnAirt ration* he suggested 
also that the collection of revenue In the Interior 
tfieuld be undertaken by the Internal Revenue Depart- 
amt, whl* is under his charge. At present these 


His Hajesty's 

Principal Secretary of State 
for Forsl 0 > Affairs, 


B0HEI0B OFFICE, 








r a rtn u m an solleoted by Liberian Plot riot or 
County Cwl ooi rmoro, an tho ease nay bo. and thoro 
oro grounds for ouopeetlng that all tho aonoy 
roeolTod by these offlololo dooo not roaoh tho 
Troaotury. 

4. Mr. MoCaHkey proposed that a ooanlttoo Should 
bo appointed. on whloh ho offered to serve, to 
m»ln» tho adalnlstratlve departnsnta of tho 

Oo remnant alth tho objoot of rooo n a n fl l n g posslblo 
oooaaaloa and of ellalnatlng euperfluous members of 
tho otaffs. Tho ProaiAact aakod tho aoabora of tho 
Cabinet whether any of than would serve on auoh a 
oosalttoo. but thoy all rofuaod to do so. Finally a 
oonalttoo oonalsting of Mr. MoCadkey, Mr. D.Z. Howard, 
sometime President of Liberia, and Colonel Boyle, late 
Comending Offloor of tho Liberian Frontier Foroe, 
aas appointed. This Committee has boon working for 
tho past north and will rtiortly present ita report. 

5. Tho Cabinet aoooptod tho suggestion that 
revenues in tho Interior should in future bo oolleoted 
by the Internal Reranuo Do porta ant, but tho SxooutlTO 
Order required to offset the ohange. whloh woo 
drafted by Mr. HoCadkay nearly a aonth ago. has not 


6. On tho 5th March last, tho Liberian Oo remnant 
applied to tho Floeel Agent e under the Firestone Loaa 
Ag r eene nt for tho son of am hundred thousand dollars 
to bo node available by the Issue of further bonds. 

Mo definite reply has ao yet boon resolved fron tho 
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VlMBM Corporation. Bunsrous oonfsronosn botw 
too Pro aidant, tho Aetln* Financial Advisor and 
Ckltad States Charge d'Affaires took plaaa, but 
Liberian Oavemnant «ara unable to obtain tho 
oonoant of tho Plaoal Agents to tho propoaad post- 


p an anan t of payaont of part of tbs aon tea, ahlah 
•as finally paid In fall on tbo 2nd Hay. 

?. Tha lnfornatlon on dilah this dsspatab la 
bassd has boon obtalasd ahlafly froa ths dating 
Flnanoial Advisor and froa Mr. «. Lanproy Joses, 
tho aa n ago r of tho Monrovia bronah of ths Bank of 
BritlMj Vast Afrlaa. 

X hovo tha honour to ba, 
with tha highest raspaat. 
Sir, 

Tour noat obadlant. 
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FOREIGII OFFICE. S.W.l. 
30th January, 1930. 

'll* 

ST . 


Dear Consulate-General, ' ■^ 

Your letter of Ltaroh 1929. Afghan-Iiberian Treaty. 

Do you think It will he possible to obtain a oopy of 
the text of this treaty fairly soon? The reason why we 
ask Is that we are contemplating the issue of a now 
oolleotion of Afghan treaties at an early date and should 
like to be able to lnolude this one. we need not add that 
we are Interested in It as an historloal ourioslty more 
than anything else. 

Ifyou can add any Information as to Its ratification 
fwhloh may never have taken place owing to the Afghan 
revolution), the date of the exohange of ratlf ioatlons or 
whether it has been made public, we should be very grateful. 




His i'ajesty'e Consulate-General, 




